
 

        

 
José Manuel Barroso 
President of the European Commission 
1049 Brussels 
 

3 July 2012 
 
RE: High Level Group of Independent Stakeholders on the Reduction of Administrative Burden 
 
Dear President, 
 
I write on behalf of the Green 10 to express concern about your decision to renew for a second time the 
mandate of the High Level Group on the Reduction of Administrative Burden. 
 
The Green 10 supported the objectives of the High Level Group when it was originally set up, and we 
nominated candidates for membership since we consider that the reduction of unnecessary administrative 
burden is good for everyone. 
 
The work of the High Level Group, especially in its first phase, led to some important results. Thus, it 
became clear that business complaints about environmental legislation were often motivated by 
compliance costs and resistance against the very objectives of environmental legislation, and not by 
administrative burden as such. In fact, reports discussed in the HLG showed that the administrative burden 
arising from environmental legislation is less than 1% of total administrative burden. 
 
While the first phase of the Group fitted into a clear political framework, we found that the second phase 
lacked a clear purpose. This resulted in a superficial exercise. It therefore came as a surprise to us that the 
Commission plans to renew the mandate yet again. What contribution exactly is this group expected to 
make that cannot be achieved through the normal transparent consultation processes of the Commission? 
 
In its present composition, the Group is not equipped to deal with the areas of environment, health, safety 
and social policy. Regarding the suggested focus on national administration and SMEs, we believe this will 
only lead to useful practical advice if the Group changed its composition to become a research group with 
an adequate budget and objective criteria to work with. If the Commission decides to create a new Group 
with a well-defined task and balanced representation, the Green 10 will be pleased to consider nominating 
candidates for this work. 
 
We would welcome the opportunity to discuss with you the purpose of the new exercise that you propose.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Jorgo Riss, 
Director, Greenpeace European Unit 
On behalf of the Green 10 EU Directors 



 

Contact for further correspondence on this matter:   
Jorgo RISS, Director of Greenpeace European Unit: Tel +32 2 2741907 E-mail jorgo.riss@greenpeace.org 

 
 
Green 10 EU Directors: 
 
Angelo Caserta, Regional Director of the European Division – BirdLife International 
Wendel Trio, Director – Climate Action Network (CAN) Europe  
Anelia Stefanova, Director – CEE Bankwatch Network  
Jeremy Wates, Secretary-General – European Environmental Bureau 
Magda Stoczkiewicz, Director - Friends of the Earth Europe 
Jorgo Riss, Director – Greenpeace European Unit 
Genon K. Jensen, Executive Director – Health & Environment Alliance 
Magdalena Wagner, Interim Head of EU Policy Office - Naturefriends International 
Jos Dings, Director – The European Federation for Transport and Environment (T&E) 
Tony Long, Director – WWF European Policy Office 
 
 


