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	Brussels, 22 February 2007

To: Heads of Government of the EU Member States

Dear Prime Minister,

As representatives of the ten largest European and international environmental organisations, we would like to offer you our ideas for the Berlin Declaration, celebrating 50 years of European Union (attached). We think this Declaration should be forward looking and appealing to the citizens of the EU, while including a positive message to citizens all over the world. Sustainable development, democracy and global solidarity should be key features of the declaration.

We hope you will find our contributions useful and are looking forward for their inclusion.

We understand the celebration in Berlin, and its preparations, are linked to discussions on the future of the Constitutional Treaty. We would like to urge you NOT to consider the downgrading of Part III, as some politicians are currently proposing. We have protested against the failure to revise traditional chapters such as on agriculture, transport, trade, and we still think these chapters need revision. But we insist that important elements of the current EC-Treaty, such as Article 6 and the Environmental Chapter (Article 174 and following) of the current EC Treaty, should not be downgraded in legal and political status. The principles of integration of environmental requirements in all policy areas, and the principles for environmental policy making, including prevention, precaution, and the polluter pays, need to be safeguarded for the future. We also consider the obligation of the EU to aim for a high level of protection, and the ability of Member States to go beyond the standards set by the EU, as essential constitutional elements for the EU. 

These important elements have been transferred to Part III. We are therefore strongly against the removal of Part III.

Yours sincerely.[image: image1.png]BirdLife
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John Hontelez

European Environmental Bureau

………………………….

Also on behalf of:

Clairie Papazoglou, Head of EU Policy, BirdLife International

Magda Stoczkiewicz, Policy Coordinator, CEE Bankwatch Network

Matthias Duwe, Acting Director, Climate Action Network Europe

Genon Jensen, Director, Health & Environment Alliance

Fouad Hamdan, Director, Friends of the Earth Europe

Jorgo Riss, Director, Greenpeace European Unit

Christian Baumgartner, Secretary General, International Friends of Nature

Jos Dings, Director, European Federation for Transport & Environment

Tony Long, Director, WWF European Policy Office


	[image: image5.png]BirdLife

Together for birds and people

AN

Europe




[image: image6.png]
[image: image7.png]Friends of
the Earth
Europe

i g
(3
AN
NATUKFREUNDE
AMIS DE LA NATURE
FRIENDS OF NATURE

GREENPEACE





[image: image8.png]

	ATTACHMENT:

Green 10 contribution to the drafting of the Berlin Declaration.

We base ourselves on the setup that has been discussed between President Barroso and Chancellor Merkel:

1. Solidarity

2. Sustainability

3. Accountability

4. Security

5. Global Responsibility

The Green 10 calls upon the European Council not to limit global responsibility to a separate issue only, but to link this to the other issues as well, in particular on solidarity and sustainability.

We have a text proposal for the second issue, and some suggestions for the others

2. Sustainability [we propose “Sustainable development” as it would indicate better the actions that need to be undertaken]

“current production and consumption patterns deplete the limited natural resources that are available, change the climate and endanger ecosystems that are essential for prosperity and health of future generations. We must safeguard the earth’s capacity to support life in all its diversity as well as to safeguard biodiversity for future generations and as a value on its own. Our target is to make sure that within one generation the ecological footprint of the European Union both inside and outside its territory is made compatible with the carrying capacities of natural systems and with an equitable allocation of resources within and between generations, globally. In this respect the European Union must embrace a sustainable and highly efficient use of renewable natural resources and aim at slowing and eventually phasing out the wasteful use of non-renewable resources. This requires a major development of our society, starting with improving our economy so that prices of goods and services reflect real environmental and social costs, and ensure that the market therewith will systematically move towards sustainable production and consumption. This reorientation needs to be guided and accelerated by ambitious and effective legislation, standards-setting and support policies.”

3. Accountability [we propose this concept to be expanded to “democracy”].

We call for concrete commitments regarding in particular:

- inclusive decision making processes, which includes early and full access to information, and effective public participation mechanisms in decisionmaking.

- ensuring of balanced representation of different stakeholders and interests such in decision making processes.

- access to justice for organisations defending public interests in order to increase the accountability of public authorities and economic operators.

4. Security

Underline that sustainable development is the overriding principle for security, as it would provide all nations with sufficient means to provide quality of life for their citizens. Besides, a more sustainable use of resources would greatly reduce the associated global pressures.
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